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Toward the end of the hearing, a
senator from New York began ridi.
culing the White House for forgetting
fts promises to the voters. After the
session was over, @ CIA lawyer strode
up to the committee’s staff director
and lectured him about the law unti)
he grew red with anger, - - .

The debate over the CIA eb.lricr.
and particularly its requirements for
reporting to Congress, is beginning to
take on a harsh edge, with each gide
accusing the other of trying to change
rules of the game.

The biggest controveny ‘fnvolves
the question of “prior notices™ to Cap-
itol .of covert operltlons und
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other ngniﬁcant lntelligence activi-
ties. President Carter has come out

| strongly against such a provision. The

Senste Intelligence Commluee & -

. paigned against “the v,
. in Wshman and ..

-1

* bearing Thursday

aisting on it.

! NWith customary dramatic imr Ben.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-N.Y.) be-
gan wondering aloud at 8 CIA charter
just who got
elected in 1976 when Jimmy Carter eam-
;m of oecrecr

promised reform of the CIA.

Moynihan recalled Que meetinz at
the White House in the fall of 1978
whep Mondale, 8 former member of
the Senate Intelligence Committee,
walked in to review a largely permis-
sive draft charier that had been put
together by the Lawyers for the nnuul
intelligence agencies.

“The vice president looked sternly
at the four wretches assembled and

stid, ‘You fellows dont seem to un--

derstand who won the last election.’ A

member of the Church committee {the

first Senate Intelligence Committee
beaded by Frank Church of Idaho) is
now vice presidmt." uoymhnn .re-
counted.

Now, just 18 months n(er myn!

han observod the White Hom is ref-
.using to go along with a law’ that - -

would require the executive branch to
share all its secrets with the Genate . .

and House intelligence committees.
“Now,” Moynihan sald, “it seems that
we don't understand who won the last
election . . . What ever happened to
those fine brave ideals that the vice.
president brought into office?™

The reaction from the administra’,

! tion has been just as pointed. One’

', White House aide close to the charter

debate dismissed the committee’s posi-

, tion as “juvenile and groundless.” He
' pointed out that the House and Sen- -
. ate Intelligénce commitices are upu

ally told ahead of time all ibtemge.nce
activities of any rtance 4ufl that

practice. Carter, it is said, just doesn't

, want that pailed down into law.

.4 “They [the intelligepce committees)

. the president intends to continuve the .
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CIA Debate.
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‘It seeme we're pwkmg'at gnais

tlmt haz e turned mto watermelons.

A Questlon _0? Pljerogatlve'

' ubtil” the president finds # mpomm

.

. to the national murlly and reppe

the undertaking, “in a timely fashibd
. to the lpprnpmtc commitiees of
the Congress.”
The CIA has complained for vears
that um requires disclosure to cizh

DANIEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN
-+ Picules the White Home . -

h-ven't ;o! one ground !or compl.!m
to date,” this official said. “They sgy,
‘well, what happens if we have 8 naw
president? What ff we get apother
Nixon?' My answer to that is, 'Wht 8
we bave another Joe McCarthy? ™

The debate, in short, is one oycr
checks and balances, a question of
presidential prerogatives v the
power of congressional oversight.

" CIA Director Stansfield Turmer has{ |
:argued against a law requiring prinr

‘motice on grounds thereare some op-
erations that are just too Jenlmvc.
that buman lives might -be endan.
‘gered Hf Oongren were told and m
lesked but.-- R
Coincldenuxly. the one big epen-
tion . thet the select .eommittees -
weren't told sbout—for fear of leaks

.-lubdoutuww-y It was still &
_because

the outsiders who

"lumod ‘of it kept the mt &em ’

ﬁl'tl. \ “\

“This was the socalled “Cmndnn e
per” involving the escape in January
of six American {iplomats from Iran
aftér they bid for three months in the
Canadian Embassy in Tehran. Jun.
Pelietier, the Washington ‘correspon-
“dent of Monted's 1.a Presst, knew
their wherbabouts. So did Newsweek
and the Washington dbureau of NBC

. News, among others.

The Senate and House lntelhgence
commitiees, meanwhile, were kept- in

STA!\BF'IELD TURNER
owo-e. "'rlot nﬁu" I-' :

thednt md:m dmm
committee, Birch Bayb {(D-lnd), who

nldnvenlweebuomthehn'

of only one exception to the “prior po-
tice™ practice, confirmed Friday that
“we @idn’t hwv about the Ccudm:
situstion” -
Would it bave u!ded to the hnuds
to have told the traditionally close
outhed ‘committeps when Journal-
were  already - aware “of the
tion? “That’s.a very tongh ques
n,” lllowed one CJA

Still, the debste rwpes on. .Some

that be will veto gay charter con-
tathing a prior notice rule. But White
"Aouse aides insist he hasn’t addressed
the question of 2 veto yet .
Some members of the Senate com-
mittge and their aides fee] they bave
already made more than enough con-
cessions to the CIA and the adminis-
tration on the charter Jegislation. The
bill introduced Feb. 8 by Sen. Walter
D. Huddleston (DKy.) gives the CIA
an unprecedented exemption from the
Freedom of Information Aet, provides
: grimins - penalties for _unauthorized

A aides have.suggested President
g'\nfeels 80 strongly about the is-

. :dlselnsure of the names of CIA opera-
¥ tives,'and repeals the' 1974

Ryan amendment that xov
oOperations.

eoven

ughes

Under Hughebnyan no covm *ac--

tivity may be undertaken “unless and

! rector Frank

ttees involving 200 members of
Congress and their staffs, but the.
number has been exaggerated. As Rep.
Les Aspin (DWis.), chairman of the
House Intelligence oversight subcon':
snittee bas pointed out, only three of
the eight committees systematically
review covert actions and only s .few
mben of the other committees pre

Moynihan argues that HugbesRyan
should be amended In any ease“be.’
cause it is ambiguous and the “anless
and until” clause could be read as re-
quiring prior notice mow. In practice,
the administration has, as a genemal-
rule, been supplying prior notice any-,
way, under a 1978 Carter execytive-or-
der. It provides for the Senate,pnd
House Intelligence committees to_he
kept informed by the intelligence
agencies of my slgnucam _anticip-
ated activities.” -

The administration, however, wants
to keep tbat clause, “t!gn!ﬂcam ati-.
cipated activities” from becoming
law. It proposes only to keep the two
intelligence committees—and no -oth-
gs—“lully and currently informed® of

l“lur

At one point during Thursday‘s
-bearing, Bayh expressed his exaspern..
tion over the dispute.

"It seems to me we're plcking- tt
gnats that have turned into the gise of
watermelons,” he told CIA Deputy Di.
Carlucel, “We're making

& great big deal out of this. 1 think you
can include ‘signifcant anticipated ar.
tivities' in a manner that does mot
breach security.”

Carlucel didn't qulte Mer
the bhearing, a CIA l.wyer mlrdwdnp
to the committee's staf{ director, Wi)-
liam Miller, and began exponndh.!
on the niceties of the issue until she
pormally unflappable Miller flushed

"and barked at him: “That's why 'du.'

putting it in the statute” - -- .,
At this point Bayh said he doesn't
see much point in further argument:
He said he did not think it wise .o
ulyonthegoodwmolfuturelmk
{strations instead of law. angr
“We've just got to go abead dnd sde.
the votes are,” be said tn 8 4pfe-
phone interview. He said noone on the
intelligence committees was trying 1o
dispute the president’s leadership +in
foreign policy or to assert a veto powes,
Jover covert actions. But #f the White'
"House keeps insisting -that the ‘presi-
dent's “constitutional authority” iriat
stake, he mald, Congress might start-
asserting its constitutional nthmly‘
over appropriations. S Gone
“If we want to play that game, 'be
said, “we can sy, ‘No knowiedge; ine:
money.’ Wenﬂ!hlvetbenghtwmn

hvlthepumnrmu"'i ey
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